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Interested in Writing? 
Among the 4,000 subscribers (and even more readers) to 
the Visitor, I would assume that there are more than a few 
who have given thought to writing. 
Perhaps you see writing as an expression of your 
witness. Perhaps you have been asked to do news releases 
for your congregation. As a pastor you would like to 
sharpen your communication. 
Or maybe, having been away from the classroom, you 
would like the experience of study and stimulation. 
For those in Central Pennsylvania — within driving 
distance of Lancaster you will have such an opportunity 
this winter and spring. Messiah College is offering a 
workshop in Christian writing at the Lancaster church on 
Thursday evenings, February 6-April 24. 
We strongly encourage any one who has an interest in 
writing or in increasing your written communication skill 
to consider taking this course. 
Turn to page twelve for more information. 
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T H E LONG P U L L 
from page three 
experience — a father with his children's cry for food 
haunting him day and night. It is a mother watching a 
listless child slowly waste away. So we do not become 
discouraged if we cannot do it all. We are grateful we can 
do something. 
We counter our disillusionment by being discerning in 
our giving; giving through agencies that are responsible 
and conscientious. We are related to such agencies through 
our denominational structure. Let us give through these. 
It should be no secret that the path of service and 
discipleship and love is the way of denial and sacrifice. Our 
life styles will need to change if we are to represent Christ 
in a hungry world. We will increasingly do without if we 
are to share significantly. 
Let us prepare for a generation of sacrifice and ministry. 
What education and medicine were to a past generation, 
food will be to ours. The missionary teacher, doctor, and 
nurse will be joined by the missionary agriculturalist and 
nutritionist. 
The difference is that all of us are more involved and 
affected by this need and this ministry than in past efforts 
of love and mercy. We all must share. This is not the place 
to apply the truth of a substitionary atonement. 
We share in this ministry aware that man does not live 
by bread alone. He requires that Bread which has come 
down from heaven, by which, if a man eats, he is nourished 
unto eternal life. 
Let no one of us be blind to man's need for that Bread 
which is to life eternal nor insensitive to man's need for 
that bread which is unto that life we share together. 
The editor and the publisher along with the staff at 
Evangel Press wish our readers a Christmas season 
marked by Joy and Peace and a New Year marked 
by the Presence of God's Spirit. 
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Editorial 
The Holy Life 
I R E C E N T L Y shared in a brief seminar on John Wesley 
and on the sixteenth century Anabaptists. It is generally 
recognized that the doctrinal roots of the Brethren in 
Christ reach into both of these theological traditions. 
It is assumed that to John Wesley we owe our under-
standing of sanctification and to these early Anabaptists 
our emphasis upon brotherhood and discipleship. What is 
not as commonly recognized is that both Wesley and the 
Anabaptists were vitally concerned with holiness. With 
John Wesley holiness was an experience of perfect love and 
purity of heart. With the Anabaptists the emphasis was 
upon holiness of life and obedient living. 
It would be unfair to Wesley to suggest that he was 
unconcerned about holy living. His own early days of 
spiritual pilgrimage and the classes he established for his 
converts are clear evidence that holiness of life was not 
ignored. But he is remembered for his teaching of an 
experience of the heart which enabled a man to wholly love 
God. 
Likewise to assume that the early Anabaptists were 
really sixteenth century Pharisees living a legalistic life 
style is to misunderstand what had occurred. Central to 
Anabaptism was regeneration. God's grace went beyond 
justification. It went beyond imputed righteousness to an 
imparted righteousness that radically changed a man. 
I will not attempt to give careful scrutiny to these two 
approaches to holiness. I would suggest that this would 
make a very profitable study for a Brethren in Christ 
scholar. 
Let me observe that for the Anabaptists the threat to 
Christian faith and obedience was the world. They were 
aware of the two kingdoms — the kingdom of God and the 
kingdom of the world. They were called out of one into the 
other. This meant that they were called to deny the values 
which the world lived by — power, self-seeking, the love of 
money, pride, and lordship. These were in direct opposi-
tion to the pattern of the kingdom of God where love and 
servanthood and the cross were the values to live by. These 
early Anabaptists were not very optimistic about the 
world. 
Now John Wesley had a more optimistic view of society. 
But he was more pessimistic about man. For John Wesley 
it was the flesh — that root of bitterness, the enmity 
against God — which needed to be dealt with if a man was 
to attain unto holiness. This need could and should be 
dealt with in an experience subsequent to conversion. It 
was this crisis — the second crisis — that became the great 
concern of Wesley. Heart purity and perfect love were his 
passion. 
It is not our purpose to ask if the Anabaptists were 
correct in their attitude toward the world and naive in their 
understanding of man. Nor is it our purpose to ask if John 
Wesley was truly biblical in his view of man and too naive 
in his view of society. We will let that to the scholars. 
We do want to point out that the Bible sees both the 
flesh and the world as enemies of holy living. The one 
sabotages our efforts from within. The other allures us 
from without. 
The Bible speaks clearly of man's rebel spirit. The Bible 
is clear that God wishes to, and is able to, do more about 
sin than forgive it. A theology that ignores sin by dealing 
with sins is neither true to the Scriptures nor adequate for 
life. 
The Bible is just as clear about the danger from without 
— the lure of the world. The desire for position and power, 
the love of money and pleasure, the use of force, and the 
denial of the cross are marks of the world. " I f any man 
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him" states 
the apostle John. 
We should be grateful for these two emphases in our 
heritage. We need to constantly nourish and safeguard 
both. It is easy to become occupied with one to the extent 
that we ignore the other. Intrigued with the enemy within 
we awake to find ourselves captured by the one without. 
Very much aware of the subtilties and attractiveness of the 
world we succumb to the enemy within. 
Z 
The Long Pull 
O U R C H U R C H has a tradition of responding to need. 
Fire and floods of recent years called forth a generous 
response across the church. The leads I get as I read the 
church bulletins and my knowledge and confidence in the 
church cause me to expect a significant response to the 
appeal for the World Hunger Fund. 
However, there is a major difference with this appeal. 
This will not be a "one time" response. The threat of 
famine and the specter of starvation and malnutrition will 
be with us for years to come. The diminishing returns as 
marginal acreages are brought into production, the com-
plexity of seed and soil and fertilizer in new lands, the 
rapidly growing population, the increased consumption by 
the more affluent nations, and the capriciousness of 
weather and climate all contribute to a need that will not 
quickly go away nor rapidly respond to our efforts. 
So when we have done what we can in the closing 
months of 1974 and, indeed, during this biennium we will 
not have finished our task. We will have only begun. 
We need to prepare ourselves for the long pull. We 
generally respond emotionally to an appeal such as this. 
Emotions are an essential part of our nature. But they are 
not adequate for the long haul. We need what Paul called 
(in the King James) "patience" — more accurately 
translated "steadfastness." This is a response of the will 
rather than the emotions. 
We will become discouraged. The very immensity of the 
need will sap our zeal. We will become disillusioned. We 
will be told that our food and our money does not really 
reach the people in need. We will become disheartened as 
inflation seems to leave us less and less with which to 
share. 
To use a scriptural image, "Let us not become weary 
in welldoing." If we cannot feed the whole world there is a 
mother and child we can feed. Suffering is not really 
measured in the millions. It is a family and an individual 
to page two 
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1974: Religion in Review 
Shifting Sands and 
T H E EARTH has once more looped 
the sun, spinning off a remarkable 
year in which the hope of the Gospel 
shined brighter against a background 
of increasing despair. 
Scandals, feuding and resignations 
rattled the foundations of Western 
governments; inflation widened the 
gulf between the haves and havenots in 
a global community of 3.8 billion 
people that increased by 70,000,000 in 
1974. 
Mora l ly , 1974 skidded: nudity 
stripped away inhibitions; shame was 
in shorter supply; heroin usage in-
creased but a lcohol consumpt ion 
b e c a m e the number one scourge 
among youth. One of every four U.S. 
marr iages ended in divorce as the old 
tradition of marr iage then babies was 
reversed by teen couples released from 
precedent. 
Fewer American youth considered 
religion " a very important value." 
Suicides reached epidemic proportions 
among youth; starvation took more 
than 15,000 lives every day. 
Recycl ing of l imited resources , 
begun largely by church groups , 
caugh t on in 1974. Victory over 
smallpox was announced. Chris tmas 
t r e e l igh ts i l l u m i n a t e d the c a r -
strangled cities again as the big E 
turned back f rom ecology to energy. 
N o n - r e l i g i o u s f u n e r a l s were a 
growing trend in 1974. Sexists asked, 
" I s God ' H e ' ? " Homosexuals were 
ordained to the Christian ministry and 
women confirmed as priests. 
1974 was a b r e a k t h r o u g h for 
women politicians: 18 were elected to 
the U.S. House of Representatives; 
the number of women state legislators 
increased from 305 in 1969 to 587 in 
1974. 
TV addiction leveled off as sans-
tube family activities grew more pop-
ular. Americans spent $27.2 billion for 
booze ($3.1 million an hour); cigarette 
This feature is prepared annually by the writer 
for the members of the Evangelical Press 
Association and the subscribers to the EP News 
Service. Mr. Rohrer is Director of EP News 
Service. 
smoking increased; the popularity of 
large families declined; 23 million 
Americans lived below the "poverty 
line"; thousands bore witness to evil 
spirits"; and 88 percent of high school 
students polled believed public officials 
were dishonest. 
The man who opened the year at the 
National Prayer Breakfast declaring 
that "Americans should spend more 
t ime listening to what God wants the 
nation to do rather than telling God 
what they would like America to be," 
resigned in disgrace af ter his situation 
ethics were uncovered. The new Com-
mander-in-Chief (first in nearly 200 
years to be elected without vote of the 
citizenry) asked the nation to "confirm 
me with your prayers ." 
The year opened with 14,000 Chris-
tian students on their knees at Ur-
bana, Illinois. Young people by the 
thousands met throughout the year in 
corn field Jesus rallies and home 
assemblies, eschewing "churchiani ty" 
while embracing Christianity. The 
Senate Joint Resolution 183 called 
Americans to a "Na t iona l Day of 
Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer ," on 
April 30. 
Denominations 
Church leaders who survived the 
conflicts of the 1960s headed into new 
c o n t r o v e r s i e s : M i s s o u r i - S y n o d 
Lutherans clashed over biblical in-
spiration; bishops of many denomi-
nations complained that young min-
isters were unwilling to endure hum-
drum pastoral duties; gift increases of 
7.7 percent were not enough to offset 
the 9.6 percent drop in the U.S. 
dollar 's purchasing power; 11 women 
Episcopalians in Philadelphia shocked 
the i r chu rch by p e r f o r m i n g the 
Eucharist; the Vatican tried to squelch 
a drive to make the Roman Catholic 
c h u r c h m o r e d e m o c r a t i c ; c le rgy 
dropouts continued to plague each 
denomination. 
Southern Presbyterians discussed 
union with other churches at its 114th 
General Assembly; U.S. Lutherans 
and Jews met to seek stronger rela-
t i o n s h i p s a n d r e m o v e h i s to r i ca l 
barriers; Commissioners of the United 
Church of Christ approved a plan of 
union with the Anglican Church of 
Canada and the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). 
The spotlight on the Charismatics 
dimmed (some denominations strong-
ly condemned them) but they con-
fined to flourish in 1974. Over-
extending and securities violations 
crippled retirement communities and 
such vast evangelical enterprises as 
those led by Rex Humbard , Charles 
Blair, and Je r ry Falwell . S u n d a y 
schools in evangelical churches grew 
larger while those of liberal churches 
in general declined. A total of 62.4 
percent of Americans held a religious 
belief. 
A U n i t a r i a n m i n i s t e r in 1974 
prepared a " R i t e for Divorce" for-
malizing a coup le ' s " I D o ' s " to 
become two instead of one. Rev. Sun 
Myung Moon ' s heretical " O n e World 
Crusade ," spawned in Korea, aggran-
dized in Nor th America. Bank loans 
for churches dwindled and abuses in 
the church bond market were greater 
than in any other area of the financial 
securities market . 
Christ 's prayer that believers "all 
may be one" seemed less remote than 
in other years. And what unity was 
lacking in organization was realized in 
spiritual fellowship. 
Missions 
Bearers of Christ 's Good News to a 
lost world reaped both victory and 
defeat throughout 1974. In a historic 
switch, Chinese Christians in Singa-
pore sent $1,000 to a low-income 
Spanish-speaking Texas church. The 
total of national mission agencies in 
Asia rose to 200. India 's runaway 
population kept the nation in the 
shadow of mass starvation, but the 
people responded to missionary out-
reach. 
Korea hosted Explo '74, Campus 
Crusade for Christ 's five-day training 
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r e g i s t r a n t s f r o m 78 c o u n t r i e s . 
Missions in Japan were handicapped 
by inflation pegged at 23 percent 
increases; her Protestant population 
dropped; the energy crisis altered for 
the first time Japan's traditional job-
for-a-lifetime arrangement, threaten-
ing to force the population into a free-
floating society with its impending 
moral dangers. 
China's allegiance to the "Little 
Red Book" lessened; Europe was 
called a "post-Christian society," 
making missionary effort difficult (for 
the first time there were more Baptists 
in Asia than in Europe). Evangelicals 
in Italy started the "Cornelius Corps"; 
Spain's evangelicals staged the first 
Iberian Congress on Evangelization 
for some 1,000 participants represent-
ing the country's 500 congregations 
and 35,000 evangelical believers — a 
first for Spain. 
Soviet C h r i s t i a n s car r ied out 
programs of evangelism in a society 
where religion has the same status as 
pornography. Bible smugglers and 
radio broadcasts in Russian from out-
side abounded. 
The eyes of the world were on 
Lausanne, Switzerland in mid-1974 as 
4,000 people (2,700 participants) from 
150 countries met for 10 days to 
discuss in plenary sessions and in 80 
strategy groups how to build new re-
lationships between missionaries and 
na t iona l Ch r i s t i an s in emerging 
churches. 85 percent of the par-
t i c ipan t s signed the 3 ,000-word 
"Lausanne Covenant" affirming their 
understanding of the purpose of God, 
the authority of the Bible, the church 
and evangelism, social responsibility 
and the return of Christ. Honorary 
Congress Chairman Billy Graham was 
afterward elected interim chairman of 
a 48-member "cont inuat ion com-
mittee" directing the publication of 
Congress documents and a documen-
tary film. 
A f r i c a p r e s e n t e d a p a r a d o x : 
Outspoken nationals critical of mis-
s i o n s s u g g e s t e d t h a t p e r h a p s 
Americans should "look to your own 
country," as the United Methodist 
Bishop of Angola declared. Libyan 
Chief of State Col. Muammar el-
Quaddafi declared that the African 
c o n t i n e n t m u s t r i d i t s e l f of 
"European" Christianity which, he 
said, was a "tool of colonialism" — all 
this against reports of unprecedented 
growth among churches. 
In S i e r r a L e o n e t he l a rges t 
evangelistic crusade in the country's 
history culminated a series of signifi-
cant spiritual events. John Wilson, a 
resident of Kampala, said Uganda was 
"turning to God" in remarkable ways. 
Bible sales boomed in Ghana. More 
than 1,800 decisions for Christ were 
recorded in Nigeria at a six-day evan-
gelistic crusade sponsored by the 
Nigerian Baptist Convention. 
The dreaded onslaught of mass star-
vation and epidemics touched nations 
from Ethiopia to the sub-Sahara 
where babies and adults died by the 
h u n d r e d s and whe re p r o l o n g e d 
drought threatened an estimated five 
million people. Relief agencies in-
vested huge amounts of money and 
manpower to fight the scourge. 
This year the first-ever "Association 
of Evangelical Christ ians in the 
Sudan" was formed — a move typical 
of encouraging trends among Chris-
tian nationals in Africa. Evangelist 
Arthur Blessitt said he would like to 
see Americans as "people conscious" 
as black Africans. 
National missions thrived among 
the 277.1 million people of the Latin 
American mainland while traditional 
missionary enterprise slowed. A native 
of Peru declared that the church in the 
"Third World" is "acutely embar-
rassed" at the image of Christianity 
held in those parts of the globe, and 
that it was "attempting to live down 
and out-live the commonly held view 
that Christianity was in some way a 
part of the 'imperialistic plot' to domi-
nate the world." 
In R i o d e J a n e i r o , 2 2 5 , 0 0 0 
B r a z i l i a n s j a m m e d M a r a c a n a 
Stadium — world's largest — to hear 
Evangelist Billy Graham. 
In Los Angeles, Dr. Graham told a 
Hollywood Bowl audience celebrat-
ing his big start in evangelism 25 years 
earlier, that the "t ime is short" for 
America. 
31 churches in 17 states tested a 
special summer evangelism project via 
newspaper ads; the Evangelization 
Forum was begun, looking ahead to 
evangelistic activity during the United 
States' bicentennial. The National As-
sociation for Media Evangelism was 
organized. Hundreds of evangelists 
and evangelism projects such as 
"Power 1974" in England enlisted mil-
lions of people in support of the Chris-
tian message. They found people crav-
ing moral and spiritual leadership in 
the complicated world of 1974. 
Education 
Secularized education left little 
room for the Christian message, al-
though no tab le except ions were 
recorded: Gideons distributed New 
Testaments in 20 Hoosier elementary 
schools; the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Cour t ruled that prayers in con-
nection with public school ceremonies 
do not violate the Const i tut ion; 
Minnesota's attorney general ruled 
that a church can require that stu-
dents be released from public schools 
for religious instruction up to one day 
a week; and "teaching about re-
ligion" was promoted in 25 of the 50 
United States. 
On the debit side: Indiana officials 
fired a teacher for reading the Bible to 
his mathematics classes; a North 
Carolina teacher quit when officials 
threatened to fire her for arranging a 
minute of silent prayer with first-grade 
pupils; the California Board of Edu-
cation voted to replace a reference to 
the Bible in a science textbook with a 
reference to the theory of evolution; 
intense opposition arose to meet Presi-
dent Ford's advocacy of Federal aid 
to page sixteen 
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A Typical Day in the Life of a Missionary? 
Wanda Heise 
I t ' S moving day, always an exciting 
time, but especially so this t ime be-
cause housing is so hard to find since 
the ear thquake. Everyone has been 
looking for months. So, you ' re up 
early, anticipating the cleaning and 
work ahead of you . . . but happy to 
know that at last the day has finally 
arrived. But wait! N o one dropped by 
with the key to your newly-rented 
home either yesterday or the day be-
fore, as was promised. Someone will 
have to see the landlady. But she 
doesn ' t arrive at work until 9:00 a .m. 
Only then do you discover that the old 
renters put on a new lock, to which she 
has no key. Maybe her maintenance 
man can break in for you. That he 
does, at the expense of the not-too-
sturdy door f rame. By then it is 11:00 
a .m. and nothing has been moved. 
You ' r e anxious to start . 
First the crib. You need the baby 
crib. But it won ' t fit down the narrow 
Glen and Wanda Heise are voluntary service 
workers in Nicaragua. After this article was 
written, they moved again . . . from the rented 
house described above to the mission house 
recently completed in Schick, where the Bert 
Siders had been living. 
hallway to any of the bedrooms! And 
wouldn't you know it . . . it 's an old 
wooden model tha t doesn ' t come 
apar t . Well, maybe you'll think of 
something. Let it in the living room 
and get tne stove. Oops, was that the 
oven knob that just broke off? I 
wonder if you can get a new knob for 
an old stove, or will pliers always have 
to do? 
You don' t mean that it won' t fit 
through the kitchen door?! Then the 
frig won't either! Wha t can you do? 
The big six-foot fence! You'll take it 
down. There 's no gate in it and it's 
cemented in at the bot tom . . . but 
maybe the wire will bend enough and 
the appliances will fit in the side door. 
Jus t please watch the rest of the knobs. 
Now what? You'll go buy the bed. 
But what about the refrigerator? The 
borrowed truck due between 1:00 and 
3:00 never came and you need it for 
the refrigerator. Also, you'll have to 
put the washer outside because the 
kitchen is too small. And where's the 
maintenance man to fix the door? You 
heard that he'd return. 
The borrowed table and four chairs 
have finally arrived and here comes 
the gas company to connect the stove. 
Oh no, this truck just brings the gas. 
T h e e n g i n e e r c a n ' t c o m e u n t i l 
tomorrow to connect it. But who is in 
that pickup that just pulled up? Oh, 
tha t ' s the engineer. Good! Maybe 
you'll be ready to eat breakfas t here in 
the morning. Uh-oh, they forgot their 
drill and can' t come back until the 
morning. Oh, well. 
But the door! Where ' s the mainten-
ance man? It 's 7:00 p.m. and here he 
comes with his chisel, hammer and 
screwdriver. Wha t a relief! But wait, 
we already tried that doorknob and it 
doesn' t work. The lock is brocken and 
anyway the only key he has doesn't fit 
it. An hour later, when he wasn' t 
convinced and has his par tner locked 
out and himself locked in and again 
has to break the door f rame out, you 
laugh with relief that something finally 
happened as you expected — even 
though it would have been better the 
other way. 
He 's leaving, to return another day. 
And your husband is going to sleep 
alone in the new house without any 
locks. N o you ' re tired, too tired to 
think, but at least happy to know that 




Editor to Address Workshop 
Daniel Hertzler, editor of the Gospel 
Herald, will be the speaker at the first ses-
sion of the Christian 
W r i t e r s W o r k s h o p , 
o f f e r e d by M e s s i a h 
College, and held at the 
Lancaster Brethren in 
Chr i s t C h u r c h . T h e 
opening session will be 
February 6 with the 
w o r k s h o p m e e t i n g 
weekly (Thursday even-
ings) through April 24 
(see page 12 of this 
issue). 
Mr. Hertzler has had considerable ex-
perience as an editor, having come to his 
present position from the editorship of 
Christian Living. He recently represented 
M e n n o n i t e ed i to r s at the L a u s a n n e 
Congress on World Evangelism. 
6 
Oratorio Rehearsals to Begin 
The Grantham Oratorio Society will 
begin its Monday evening rehearsals on 
January 13, 1974. According to Dr. Ron-
ald R. Sider, the conductor, registration 
will be on that evening at 7:30 with the first 
rehearsal following at 8:15. All rehearsals 
on succeeding Monday evenings will be 
from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
It is hoped that the large choir will be 
even larger this year. All former singers 
are encouraged to return and new singers 
are heartily invited. New people are asked 
to come to the Smith Hall of Music for a 
simple audition on January 6 or 7, between 
6:30 and 9:30 p.m. 
The music will be "Israel in Egypt" by 
Handel, and the concert will be on Sunday, 
April 13, at 3:00 p.m., in the Eisenhower 
Campus Center. 
Certificate of Appreciation 
The governor of Pennsylvania, Milton 
Shapp, recently awarded a certificate of 
appreciation to William Higgins, director 
of the Messiah College Wind Ensemble, 
for their presentation of the Wednesday 
Noon Rotunda Concert in the capital 
building in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 
Since music groups for the concert series 
in the rotunda are selected with great care, 
the appearance by the Messiah College 
Wind Ensemble was a special honor. 
Dr. Ernest Boyer Elected 
Dr. Ernest L. Boyer, the chancellor of 
the State University of New York, be-
came the president of the Nat ional 
Association of State Universities and 
Land-Grant Colleges at its annual meet-
ing in Washington in November. 
Dr. Boyer, an alumnus of Messiah 
College, said that the association's exe-
cutive committee is discussing possible ap-
proaches for opening up new discussions 
with federal officials because of the govern-
ment's apparent desire for a closer rela-
tionship between universities and govern-
ment agencies. 
Messiah Staff Contributors 
Four professors at Messiah College have 
made contributions to The New Inter-
national Dictionary of the Christian 
Church, published in November by the 
Zondervan Publishing House. 
They are Dr. C. O. Wittlinger, Pro-
fessor of History, Dr. Martin H. Schrag, 
Professor of History of Christianity, Dr. 
E. Morris Sider, Professor of History and 
to page fourteen 
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Religious News 
Dr. Clyde W. Taylor 
To Retire from NAE 
Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, beloved Christian 
statesman and tireless crusader for evan-
gelicals the world over, 
will retire at the end of 
the year. 
F o r 30 y e a r s , in 
Washington, D. C., and 
o n m i s s i o n fields 
around the globe, the 
name of Clyde Taylor 
has been synonymous 
with the causes and 
concerns of evangelical 
witness. 
Characteristic of the breadth of his 
ministry, Dr. Taylor steps down as 
General Director of the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals, and also as Executive 
Secretary of NAE's Evangelical Foreign 
Missions Association (EFM A) and as Sec-
retary of NAE's Office of Public AfTairs. 
Also serving as International Secretary of 
the World Evangelical Fellowship, he will 
continue in that post until a replacement is 
found. 
Largely due to Dr. Taylor's efforts, 
EFM A was established in 1945 and has 
grown to become the largest missions as-
sociation of its kind in the world, repre-
senting 69 boards and 8,250 missionaries. 
Also during Taylor's years in Washing-
ton, N A E ' s Office of Public Affairs has be-
come known and respected for its service 
and strong evangelical " lobby," especially 
in diplomatic and legislative affairs affect-
ing religious liberty and individual rights 
of evangelicals. 
Before coming to NAE, Dr. Taylor 
served three terms as a missionary with the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance in 
South America, was pastor of one of the 
larger Baptist churches of metropolitan 
Boston, and taught at Gordon College of 
Theology and Missions. 
Melvin to Assume Top NAE Post 
Dr. Billy A. Melvin, Executive Director 
of the National Association of Evangeli-
cals since 1967, will 
assume the chief execu-
tive role of the Associa-
tion January 1 upon the 
r e t i r e m e n t of N A E 
General Director Clyde 
W. Taylor. 
The appointment, by 
N A E ' s g o v e r n i n g 
Board of Administra-
tion, combines the two 
top N A E positions un-
der the title "Executive Director" and in-
cludes administrative responsibility for 
NAE's national operation at Wheaton, 
Illinois and NAE ' s Office of Public Affairs 
in Washington, D. C. Dr. Melvin will 
travel to Washington on a regular basis to 
coordinate the Public Affairs concerns 
with NAE's total ministry. 
Prior to his service with NAE, Dr. 
Melvin was for eight years the Executive 
Secretary of the National Association of 
Free Will Baptists. During this time he 
served on NAE's Board of Administra-
tion and Executive Committee. A former 
pastor, he holds a B.A. degree from Taylor 
University, a B.D. from Union Theologi-
cal S e m i n a r y ( R i c h m o n d ) and was 
awarded a D.D. from Azusa Pacific 
College in 1967. 
Arnold Olson Signs Message 
Complaining of PLO at U.N. 
The president of the Evangelical Free 
Church has joined 23 other Christians in 
signing an advertized message accusing the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) 
of making a "mockery of the principles 
and idea" of the United Nations. 
Dr. Arnold Olson's name appeared in a 
half-page advertisement in the New York 
Times, presented as a "public service" by 
the Institute of Human Relations, an inde-
pendent non-sectarian organization in 
New York. 
Signers of the message said, "We want 
you to know why we and other Americans 
of the Christian faith, while recognizing 
the legitimate aspirations of the Palesti-
nian people, strongly oppose the invita-
tion extended to you by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations." 
Halt Permissiveness with Christian 
Leadership, Georgia Baptists Urge 
Christian leadership possessing strong 
convictions is the only effective counter 
offensive against society's present permis-
siveness, a Christian Life Commission told 
the Georgia Baptist Convention meeting in 
Macon, Ga. 
In its report, the commission pointed 
out that the free sex view is "neither 
psychologically nor biblically sound. It 
degrades rather than enhances, cheapens 
rather than enriches, and its end is always 
the destruction of self-respect, character, 
holiness and godliness." 
Church Recycling Program May 
Catch on Big 
The efforts of 5,000 members of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Tulsa, Okla., 
to recycle unused items has grown big and 
is being copied elsewhere. 
The program was seen as a kind of 
prototype for citizen-involvement that 
Sylvia Porter suggested for enlisting con-
sumers in fighting inflation. 
Discarded nylons, baby food jars, milk 
cartons, plastic lids, pill bottles, scrap 
lumber, sewing materials and aluminum 
trays from frozen food dinners are among 
the 50 items on the current "needs list." 
These reusables go to such diverse bene-
ficiaries as preschool centers, Mexican 
migrant workers and tubercular children in 
Norway. 
Creation-Life Announces New 
Quarters, Publications 
Creation-Life Publishers' general man-
ager, George M. Hillestad, announced that 
the organization has expanded its San 
Diego operations and moved into new 
quarters at suburban El Cajon. 
Hillestad also announced the release of 
two new books, Scientific Creationism, 
compiled by the Institute for Creation 
Research of San Diego, and Many Infalli-
ble Proofs, a comprehensive handbook of 
Christian evidences written by San Diego 
scientist-author-lecturer, Dr. Henry M. 
Morris. 
C r e a t i o n - L i f e , a San Diego-based 
publishing company, specializes in books 
and cassettes on the creation/evolution 
issue, early earth history and the scientific 
accuracy of the Bible. 
Methodist on High Crime Rate: 
"There Are Two Americas" 
The high crime rate in the U. S. results 
from tension between two Americas, ac-
cording to a United Methodist theologian. 
"America A is the land of kindness, 
community-mindedness, tolerance, gen-
erosity, truly America the beautiful," Dr. 
L. Harold DeWolf told his denomina-
tion's Council of Bishops meeting in Lake 
Junaluska, N. C. 
"America B," he continued, "is the land 
of the rugged indiv idual , g rasp ing , 
materialistic, selfish, determined to win big 
no matter who gets stepped on in the 
process, self-righteous, impatient and 
quick to violence." 
Dr. DeWolf is the retired dean of 
Wesley Theological Seminary, Washing-
ton, D. C. He has spent years studying 
crime in America and what might be done 
about it. 
Survey Ties Lowered Drinking Age 
To Rise in Accidents in Ontario 
Alcohol-related car accidents increased 
by more than 300 percent among 18- and 
19-year-old males after the legal drinking 
age was lowered to 18, an Ontario, Canada 
study has revealed. 
Its results were detailed in Washington, 
D. C. by a United Methodist publication. 
Gulag First in 
Eternity Book Poll 
R e a d e r s r e s p o n d i n g to Eternity 
magazine's annual poll gave Aleksandr I. 
Solzhenitsyn's The Gulag Archipelago top 
place. 
Second place went to Karl Menninger's 
Whatever Became of Sin? and third to 
Richard Quebedeaux who wrote, The 
Young Evangelicals. 
"Publisher of the Year" went to Eerd-
mans with six books on the top list. Second 
place was Zondervan with four; Baker and 
InterVarsity tied for third, both with three 
books. 
India Harassing Christians, 
Baptist Alliance Finds 
Despite repeated a t tempts by con-
cerned groups to persuade officials to inter-
vene, Christians in the Arunachal Pradesh 
province of northeast India continue to 
suffer persecution. 
A report by the Baptist World Alliance 
said "highly destructive vigilante at tacks" 
by bands of high school students" were 
aimed at hindering the growing Christian 
movement in the remote province where 
Western missionaries are banned. 
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Giving and receiving—traditional elements of the Christmas season. 
Church statesman Robert Kreider presents some different thoughts on 
To Give but also to Receive 
B y V I R T U E of the label, "North 
American," we are perceived by Afri-
cans and Asians as people of self-
confidence, people with information 
and know-how. In their eyes we are 
problem-solvers, movers and fix-it 
men. North Americans appear this 
way even in inter-church relation-
ships. For example: 
—An emerging church is establish-
ing a new central office. Do they 
need a telephone, car or duplicat-
ing equipment? N o problem — we 
can provide. 
—The young church is starting a pro-
gram of evangelism or is inter-
ested in s p o n s o r i n g an agr i -
cultural development enterprise. 
No problem — we can find evan-
gelism consultants and trained 
agriculturalists. 
—A complex, apparently insoluble 
issue arises. No problem—we will 
appoint a task force to study it and 
make recommendations. 
A heady feeling of self-satisfaction 
envelops us as we respond to overseas 
peoples in their need. This may be 
good and healthy, and yet it may be 
laced with pride and a sense of 
superiority. We attend a worship ser-
vice and are disappointed if we are not 
called on to speak. We see our faith-
fulness measured by the number of 
people we send overseas. We are the 
haves. We are the givers. We feel 
satisfaction for we know that "it is 
more blessed to give than to receive." 
Robert Kreider served for many years on the 
executive committee of the Mennonite Central 
Committee, representing the General Confer-
ence Mennonite constituency. 
I once knew a dear overseas mis-
sionary and M C C relief worker who 
was always busy doing good for 
others. However, it was difficult, al-
most impossible, to help her. Her 
sweetness was a tyranny of kindness. 
Some of our ministrations overseas 
also suffer from a tyranny of kindness 
— goodness that goes down a one-way 
street. 
What can we do about it? As we 
travelled recently in Africa and Asia, 
we became aware of one answer to our 
inflated pride in being the giving 
people: our friends overseas have 
many gifts to give us if we can lower 
our defenses and let them help us. 
First, our Christian brothers and 
sisters in Africa and Asia can be our 
visual interpreters of the biblical 
world. They, more than we, live in a 
biblical world — in societies where 
people walk great distances, wash 
dusty feet, draw water and offer blood 
sacrifices. As we study the Bible 
through their eyes, it comes to life with 
a new immediacy and freshness. 
We visited the Bihari refugee camp 
on the edge of Dacca, Bangladesh. 
Three hundred refugees live together 
in an area no larger than a small 
basketball court. As we entered the 
area, dozens of thin but bright-eyed 
curious children crowded around to 
see, to touch, to hear. Adults came up 
and angrily tried to chase them away. 
In that moment the words of Jesus 
seemed so real: "Suffer the little 
children to come unto me . . ." 
On another occasion, threading 
alleys and passageways in a poor 
section of Calcutta, we climbed stairs 
to an upper room where a Hindu 
wedding feast was waiting. Our 
thoughts went back to a supper many 
centuries ago in an upper room. As we 
had been invited only that morning, 
we recalled Jesus' parable of the host 
going out to invite strangers to his 
wedding feast. 
Approached by beggars on the ferry 
boat, in the street, literally every-
where, we were haunted by the admo-
nition of our Lord: "Give to him that 
a ske th . " The hundreds of people 
sleeping on the concrete floor of 
Hawrath Railroad Station in Calcutta 
evoked the image of " the Son of Man 
having no place to lay his head." 
We saw people carrying enormous 
loads on their heads and backs and 
heard the scriptural injunction "Bear 
ye one another 's burdens." And in 
noting others carrying heavy loads 
from a yoke borne on the shoulders, 
we remembered Christ 's words: "Take 
my yoke upon you . . ." 
Second, the peoples of Africa and 
Asia can teach us something about the 
grace of the simple life and the art of 
survival. Tasty meals are prepared 
from simple vegetation gathered in the 
fields. For many, meat is a rarity in 
their diet. Children create ingenious 
toys from discarded wire. In South-
east Asia people live in 90-degree heat 
day after day without air conditioning 
and without complaint. They are ac-
customed to walking long distances 
because only the rich can afford cars. 
A family of seven can live comfortably 
in a bamboo structure with less floor 
space than a one-car garage. 
In Southeast Asia death is constant-
ly present in daily experience. No 
Vietnamese family is without mem-
ories of violent personal tragedy. For a 
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generation the war has careened back 
and forth across the scarred country-
side. And yet these durable people 
carry on. 
The people God has created in 
Bangladesh, India and Vietnam have 
learned how to survive with only a few 
possessions, how to produce a family's 
food requirements on an acre or less 
and how to share the little they do 
have. If a nuclear holocaust should lay 
waste the earth, these people may be 
best prepared to survive. 
Third , the peoples of Afr ica and 
Asia have stories to tell if we are ready 
to listen. Like the ancient Hebrews, 
these are parable-telling peoples. To 
emphasize or clarify an idea, Clement 
M u t o m b o of Zaire , a member of the 
M C C team there who accompanied us 
in East Afr ica , used stories his grand-
father told as the family sat around its 
fire in the evening. 
Pas tor Djojodihardjo , a leader of 
the Javenese Mennonites who lives at 
the base of lovely Mur ia Mounta in , 
told us stories of living through a 
generation of crises — the Dutch 
colonial period, the Japanese occupa-
tion, the war of liberation f rom the 
Dutch, the Indonesian civil war. A 
story of growth under pressure, the 
Javenese Mennoni te Church added to 
its numbers despite opposition. Pastor 
Takashi Y a m a d a of the church in 
J a p a n recalled his life in the Japanese 
Navy, his thoughts of suicide and the 
Christ ian joy he found in a fellowship 
group meeting for Bible study in a 
garage at Kobe, J apan . 
Wherever we went, we heard stories 
f rom our brothers and sisters — 
stories which should be written down 
and shared with friends in North 
Amer ica and elsewhere because they 
would enrich our devo t iona l and 
Chris t ian education literature. We 
often thought how helpful it would be 
if the stories of war and peace and 
reconc i l i a t ion exper ienced by our 
Asian friends could be gathered into a 
c o m m o n spiritual treasury for us all. 
H o w good it would be to collect a 
devotional s torehouse with contri-
butions f rom brothers and sisters of 
many countries. Perhaps as each con-
tr ibutor drew f rom his respective 
cultural and spiritual pilgrimage, we 
would sense the richly varied dimen-
sions of our worldwide Anabaptis t 
fellowship. (See the boxed article.) 
Finally, our Christ ian friends from 
Afr ica and Asia can bring us gifts in 
the art of worship. We attended a 
service in Lubumbashi , Zaire, where 
we understood not a word of the 
Swahili but felt at home. All guests 
that morning were invited to come 
f o r w a r d t o be i n t r o d u c e d a n d 
welcomed into the fellowship. Stand-
ing beside us was a young man who 
was welcomed back f rom a term in 
prison. The offering was no formal, 
routine affair as in Nor th American 
churches. We all filed past the com-
munion table and placed our gifts one 
at a t ime in the offering bowl while the 
eyes of the congregation focused on 
each one. The joyous singing and 
clapping ceremony of gathering the 
offer ing c a m e as the celebrat ive , 
culminating point of the worship ser-
vice. Here stewardship was a worship 
act of high seriousness and exultation. 
In a remote valley of southern 
Swaziland we attended a weekend of 
meetings by independent churches 
worshipping in a mud-walled meeting 
house. When we entered the clean-
swept church with its dirt floor, we all 
removed our shoes. We heard those 
lines of Scripture, " P u t off your shoes 
f rom your feet for the place where you 
stand is holy ground." When we 
prayed (and the congregation prayed 
frequently), we all knelt on hands and 
knees. The doors and windows were 
closed for they are attentive to the 
scr ip tura l in junc t ion , " W h e n you 
pray, enter into your closet and when 
you have shut the door pray to your 
Father which is in secret . . . " As we 
p r a y e d , a u d i b l e p r a y e r s r o s e 
simultaneously f rom many in the con-
grega t ion . N o se rmon cont inued 
longer than five minutes, but there 
were several sermons and testimonies. 
Accompanied by clapping, hymn after 
hymn in the Afr ican musical idiom 
rose to the thatched roof. They were 
t ak ing seriously the biblical en-
couragement to "c lap your hands all 
ye people." 
As we reflect on our circuit among 
African and Asian peoples, we are 
aware again that God has given our 
people in Nor th America certain gifts 
which we must share. But we have 
only some of the gifts. We are also 
called to admit our emptiness. We 
need to accept with grat i tude the good 
gifts which brothers and sisters over-
seas offer us. Perhaps then we will 
know the blessing of having received. 
"All this Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed he 
said nothing to them without a parable." (Matthew 13:34, 
RSV) 
Jesus knew the value of stories to communicate the truths of the Gospel. 
The new Anabapt is t Curriculum Project (a joint project of the Brethren in 
Christ , General Conference Mennoni te Church and the Mennoni te Church) 
is likewise seeking to effectively use stories f rom around the world to 
illustrate biblical t ruth. (See the August 25 Visitor for more information on 
the joint curriculum project.) 
Paul Lederach, executive director of the curriculum project, suggests 
that the story can be especially useful in missionary education. "Since the 
story has a way of speaking across cultures and generations, it is a unique 
medium for those missionized to tell what Christ has done in their mids t . " 
A wide variety of stories are being sought — stories that have been used 
in the context of the communit ies by local pastors and teachers to illustrate 
a truth of the Gospel; stories of a biographical or autobiographical nature 
which illustrate how persons work out in their own lives implications of the 
Gospel; stories that show the effect of the coming of the Gospel to a people; 
and stories about the founding of the church in many parts of the world. 
Erma Hare , who has given nearly a quarter of a century in service with 
the Brethren in Christ Church in India, will be part of the story-gathering 
team. A husband/wife team is now in East Afr ica , gathering stories. A 
researcher will travel to South America in February. Erma leaves January 5 
for Tokyo, where she will orient a team of Japanese Christ ians to the story-
gathering process being used. Then she goes on to India, spending the 
remainder of January among the Mennoni te and Brethren in Christ 
churches. From February 2 to March 12, E rma will be in Z a m b i a and 
Rhodesia, collecting parables, stories, proverbs and biographies /auto-
biographies. 
The target date for completion of the story-gathering phase is June 
1975. 








S P I R I T S were high as nine Zambian 
young people met for a Christmas 
celebration in our home. There was 
much joking and laughter among these 
students who, for various reasons, 
were not able to be with their families 
for Christmas. After a time of carol 
singing, we began sharing how God 
was working in our lives. Two girls 
told us how God had led them to 
Macha just a few days earlier. 
The staff worker for Nurses' Chris-
tian Fellowship had planned a visit to 
Macha Mission to meet with the stu-
dent nurses there. She had prayed for 
some student nurses from Lusaka to 
go with her, and mentioned this to the 
group at the Lusaka hospital. 
Both Elizabeth and Nawa felt that 
God was leading them to go with her, 
but Satan put up resistance in their 
thoughts. They realized that if they 
went, they would not have time left in 
their vacation to go home to their 
families for Christmas. Neither of 
them had ever been to Macha before. 
Besides that, they were from other 
parts of the country and could not 
speak Tonga. They were unsure how 
the Tonga girls might receive them, 
since tribal feelings can be quite 
strong. As they prayed, they were 
convinced that God's will for them 
was to go to Macha and leave the 
results with Him. 
They did just that, and were thrilled 
to see how God worked. They were 
warmly received at Macha by both 
students and staff, and they found a 
tremendous openness among the stu-
Rich and Kathy Stuebing are self-supporting 
missionary associates, living in Lusaka. Zam-
bia. Rich teaches at the David Kaunda Secon-
dary Technical School. 
dent nurses to learn more about God's 
will for their lives and to share their 
faith. Girls sought them out for indivi-
dual talks, often into the early hours of 
the morning. They returned full of the 
joy of the Lord, or as Nawa put it, 
"We were just swimming in the Holy 
Spirit." 
* * • * * 
Two years ago these girls were not 
Christians. How did it happen that 
they were now going the extra mile to 
share their faith? 
In 1969, Mary Shumba had come to 
Christ through the Scripture Union 
work in her school in Eas tern 
Province. Later she came to Lusaka 
and entered the nurses' training pro-
gram at the Lusaka hospital. She was 
given a room with Nawa Nyambe who 
was from Western Province. Mary 
took an active part in the Nurses' 
Christian Fellowship and in Chris-
tians at Work, which is the branch of 
the Scripture Union specifically for 
young Christians who have finished 
secondary school. She also came into 
the fellowship of the Lusaka Baptist 
Church. 
Mary began witnessing of her faith 
in Christ to her roommate. At first, 
Nawa was annoyed. How could Mary, 
who was from Eastern Province, tell 
her that she was wrong? (There are 
strong political feelings between these 
areas.) Gradually, however, Mary's 
quiet consistent witness showed Nawa 
that she was missing something very 
important, and she gave her life to 
Christ. Nawa tells how she found her 
interests changing. Now, instead of 
being very interested in pop dancing 
and the freedom of being far from 
home, she was interested in Christian 
fellowship and service. She took an 
active part in Christians at Work and 
Nurses' Christian Fellowship, and also 
came into membership at the Lusaka 
Baptist Church. 
Elizabeth Chalungumana came to 
Lusaka from Northern Province 
where she had grown up in a religious 
family, and had been involved in 
various religious organizations her-
self. She considered herself a Chris-
tian, but she was looking forward to 
the f reedom she would have in 
Lusaka, far away from home. She 
entered nurses' training and began 
enjoying this freedom. Soon another 
student nurse invited her to the Chris-
tians at Work group. She went and 
was impressed by the singing, so she 
continued to attend. Several months 
later she went to a Christians at Work 
conference , and while there she 
realized that her good works could not 
save her and gave her life to Christ. 
She also joined in church membership 
and in the activities of the Nurses' 
Christian Fellowship and Christians at 
Work. 
Thus it was that God brought girls 
from the "four corners" of Zambia 
t o g e t h e r in f e l l o w s h i p . N a w a , 
Elizabeth, Mary, and the girls at 
Macha represent four dif ferent 
provinces, with different tribal back-
grounds, languages and customs. But 
even as young Christians, they are 
finding that in Christ these barriers 
fall and they are truly one in the Spirit, 
one in the Lord. Their unity has indeed 
been restored and others can see they 
are Christians by their love — both for 
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Refton congregation built a new church building 2'A years ago. It is now used 
seven days a week. This article is an answer to the question: What can a church do 
to make their facilities beneficial for more than just one or two days a week? It 
also helps answer these questions: How can our church become known in our 
community and how can we become involved in the lives of more people in our 
community? 
Senior Citizen Fellowship 
Pauline Allison 
I N M A R C H 1974, several interested 
persons representing the Lancaster 
County Community Action Program 
( C A P ) a p p r o a c h e d P a s t o r Dale 
Allison about the possibility of the 
church agreeing to provide their 
facilities every week day for the pur-
pose of a nutritional program for the 
elderly. 
After careful study of this govern-
ment-funded lunch program, and a 
signed contract between the church 
and C A P guarding the policies and 
standards of the church, the initial 
approval was given. 
Now that the senior citizens have 
been meeting eight months, it is grow-
ing into something far more import-
ant than a daily hot meal for persons 
over 60 years of age. It has become a 
real time of fellowship and provides an 
opportunity to combat loneliness that 
pervades their existence. 
With an average age of 75, there are 
70 people enrolled and an average 
attendance of 35. Most of them are 
widows or widowers, and are scattered 
throughout southern Lancaster Coun-
ty with few friends and even fewer 
living relatives. 
The site manager, Ann Poplar, says, 
"Most of them have been living here 
all of their lives. The food is secon-
dary. The main thing is having some-
thing to do socially. Loneliness is what 
we try to counteract. They sort of 
waste away by themselves. 
"One of our members is a widower 
who, after his wife died, didn't know 
what to do with himself," she ex-
plained. "Now he comes here, where 
he has something to do and to work 
for. They visit back and forth. This 
gives him something to live for again." 
Another woman participant com-
m e n t e d , " T h i s is b e t t e r t h a n 
medicine." Still another said, "This 
was my trip to a mental hospital. I was 
going to have to do something. I even 
The writer is wife of the pastor of the Refton 
congregation. 
contemplated selling my house and 
going to an old folk's home. Now I 
come here every day." 
The site at the Refton Brethren in 
Christ Church is one of four nutrition-
al sites for the elderly in Lancaster 
County, Penna. Funds for food and 
transportation are provided from state 
and federal funds. The food is pre-
pared by the Headstart Kitchen in the 
city of Lancaster according to the site 
requests and trucked at noon time 
each day. 
"Our bus travels a total of 140 miles 
every day to surrounding towns to 
pick up the senior citizens and take 
them home," Mrs. Poplar said. "The 
bus and driver are paid for by CAP. 
"Because of the pride of these elder-
ly people, the program is described as 
contributory. Everything is done by 
contribution. They don't want charity; 
they give what they can. Their finan-
cial pictures vary. We have people who 
need help, but the basic problem is not 
financial. It 's socialization. In the do-
nation jar in the lunch room I've found 
five dollar bills and tens," Mrs. Poplar 
said, "and I've also found a few 
pennies. They give what they want and 
the bulk of the expense is picked up by 
the state." 
While the program is not church 
oriented, it certainly is open to 
spiritual guidance on a low-key basis, 
person to person. Occasionally there 
have been ministers speak. The pastor 
is available to visit the elderly in the 
hospital or as requested. A prayer 
session is conducted by one of their 
members every day. 
The events and activities by this 
group have been numerous. They have 
fun each week playing group games, 
singing old songs and hymns (which is 
their favorite pastime), story time, 
reciting poetry, and an honest-to-
goodness "show 'n tell," plus playing 
musical instruments such as the har-
monica, piano or portable organ. They 
also have a mixed quartet that, along 
with about fifteen others, gave a 
program in a Sunday evening service 
to the Refton congregation. They have 
also taken trips to a local park to see 
the fall leaves and to another nutrition 
site to give a program. 
They have had many guests attend 
their fellowship. Such special events 
have inc luded s l ide p i c t u r e 
travelogues, a china painting demon-
strator, and a nutritionist to talk about 
food basics. Just recently the group 
planned and presented a fashion show 
presenting articles of clothing from 
between 100 and 300 years old. The 
show was such a success that the local 
TV and newspaper covered the event. 
The newest event that they anxiously 
anticipate is the 50th wedding anniver-
sary celebration of a married couple 
in their group. They have requested 
Pastor Allison to conduct a short 
service in the sanctuary, followed by a 
real reception (the regular nutrition 
meal, that is); but lots of good fellow-
ship is especially promised. 




T H E Sherkston congregation 
engaged in a Conference on Christ ian 
Lifestyle, November 2 and 3, 1974. 
Dr. Ronald J . Sider, Dean of the 
Temple C a m p u s of Messiah College, 
gave leadership in most sessions. 
Dr. Sider led a discussion with the 
Young Adult fellowship on Saturday 
evening on "Wes te rn Affluence and 
World Hunger . " H e reviewed his 
proposal for a graduated tithe (see 
Evangelical Visitor, Jan . 10, 1972). He 
led a Bible study on non-resistance, 
which he basically defined as non-
violent resistance of evil, for the adult 
Sunday school depar tment . 
In the morning worship hour, Dr. 
Sider preached on " T h e Peace Which 
Chris t Brings." He spoke of the ver-
tical God-man peace; he clarified the 
necessity of the resultant man-man 
peace. In the evening service, Dr. 
Sider lectured on " T r u e Spirituality 
and Social Conce rn . " He explained 
the necessity of believers making as 
radical and immediate a break with 
societal sins (racism, economic op-
pression, mili tarism) as we expect 
them to m a k e with individual sins 
(stealing, lying, sexual deviations, 
etc.). " A l t a r calls should refer to 
social sin as well as personal s in," he 
stated. 
Dr. Frank Epp, president of Conrad 
Grebel College, University of Water-
loo, Ontar io , led an af ternoon session 
on "Basic Bible Tru ths and the Middle 
Eas t . " Dr. Epp has published a book 
on the Israel i -Arab situation, Whose 
Land Is Palestine? H e spoke of there 
being many layers to the Middle East 
struggles — peoples, states, ideas, 
empires, religions — all in conflict. 
This gave some historic perspective to 
the present s i tua t ions . T h e basic 
biblical ideas on which he focused 
were: 
1. T h e highest God , once the God 
of Israel; now Jesus the Christ is 
the highest revelation of God. 
Leonard Chester is the associate pastor of the 
Sherkston congregation. 
2. The Kingdom of the highest 
God, once Israel as a people; 
now the reign of Jesus the Lord. 
3. The chosen people, once a fleshly 
race; but now the spirit and faith 
a r e t h e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r 
membership. 
4. The promised land, once a par-
ticular acreage; now universal. 
5. Holy places, once localized; now 
commercialized and should be 
viewed as symbols of history. 
6. A holy war, once a conflict 
between flesh and blood; but now 
a war in the spiritual realm be-
tween God and Sa tan . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , Chr i s t i ans have 
reverted to the earlier understandings 
which are f rom the older covenant, 
rather than developing a coherent and 
consistent view of tne Middle East 
within the concepts of the newer cove-
nant. 
The Lifestyle Conference had a 
threefold aim: 
1. To st imulate awareness of the 
need to protect and adequately 
share the world's resources. 
2. To clarify and strengthen the 
Church 's understanding of the 
biblical teachings on peace and 
non-resistance. 
3. To motivate people to "live o u t " 
in practical ways their under-
standings of Christ ian teachings 
related to life and peace. 
A l t h o u g h the c o n f e r e n c e was 
planned prior to the adopting of the 
General Conference theme for the 
1974-76 b iennium, " S h a r i n g and 
Conserving God 's Resources ," the 
weekend cer ta inly moved people 
toward living out the concerns of the 
General Conference theme. 
Messiah Offers Course In Writing 
Messiah College, in response to interest expressed by editors of Christian 
periodicals, including the Evangelical Visitor, is offering a course in writing — 
primarily oriented to those interested in writing from the Christian viewpoint. 
Course title: "Christian Writers Workshop." 
Course content: Instruction in the fundamentals of writing, with application to 
the particular types of writing in which students have interest, e.g., prose 
articles, narratives, poems, news, or radio script. Also coverage of methods of 
selection and of contact with publishers and editors. 
Course procedure: Instruction will be tailored to individual needs as much as 
possible while, at the same time, encouraging the sharing of writing ex-
periences among class members. The instructor, Ray M. Zercher, will be 
assisted occasionally by editorial representatives from area publishers. 
Course credit: The student may elect to audit or to take the course for three 
hours credit, the fees being $54 and $108 respectively. 
Course requirements: Regular attendance, investment in appropriate textual 
materials as needed, and willingness to profit from the writing and revising 
process necessary for the production of salable copy. Preparation of at least 
three written pieces for submission to selected editors. 
Student eligibility: Anyone sixteen years of age or older who has interest in 
writing as a form of Christian service may enroll. (A minimum of six students 
will be needed to implement plans for the course.) 
Time: The Workshop will meet one night weekly (Thursday), 7:00-9:00 p.m., 
February 6 to April 24, I975. 
Location: The Workshop will meet in the educational facilities of the 
Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church, which is conveniently located just off 
Route 283 on the Fruitville Pike at the northern edge of Lancaster. 
Interested students should contact: Paul Snyder 
Director of Admissions 
Messiah College 
Grantham, Pa. 17027 
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Seventy Plus Club and our pastor — left to right: 
Nora Firestone, Lillian and Walter Bausman, 
Pastor Lehman, Esther and Seth Sentz. 
T H E Christ Crusader's Class of 
the Locust Grove Sunday School 
placed gourds and kerosene lamps on 
the tables and stepped back to survey 
the effect. The light illuminated 
pumpkins and corn stalks around the 
r o o m . They were p repa r ing for 
"Celebrating the Good Old Days" 
with the Seventy Plus Club. 
The Seventy Plus Club, so named 
by our pastor, includes the church 
members seventy years old and older. 
Their birth dates are recognized in the 
church bulletin and each year the 
Christ Crusader's Class gives them a 
dinner. Since the class has begun 
giving these dinners, three of the 
Seventy Plus people have gone to be 
with the Lord and there have been no 
new seventieth birthdays! 
Presently there are seven people in 
the Club. One was visiting and another 
was not feeling well enough to attend. 
Two of the class took her dinner to her 
home and ate with her. 
Following the dinner the class had 
fun trying to guess the favorite flower, 
hymn and Bible characters of their 
guests. The class also tried to guess the 
first car they had driven! Ola records 
of the Locust Grove Sunday School 
presented some interesting financial 
facts. Christmas treats for the Sunday 
school cost $8.80 in 1929; $19.21 by 
1949 and $23.29 in 1965. But by 1965 
only the children received the candy 
and oranges, while in 1929 the entire 
Sunday school had. The Sunday 
school offering for foreign missions 
was $8.47 in 1929; $100.42 in 1965. 
The first president of the Locust 
Grove Youth Society was Walter 
Bausman. He is now in the Seventy 
Plus Club. Soon after receiving his 
invitation to the "Celebrating the 
Good Old Days" dinner, he found a 
clipping entitled, "The Good Old 
Days." At the dinner he read it. 
The writer is the Sunday school teacher of the 






The Christ Crusader's Class — left to right: 
seated, Edith Mellinger; Jeannette Sentz; Ginnie 
Mellinger; second row, Joseph Lehman; Dale 
Lehman; Karen Lehman; third row, Alan Shue; 
Susan Shue; l.vnda Hartman; Gerry Sentz. 
Walter Bausman reading "The Good Old Days ." 
The guests had gone home. The 
decorations had been removed. The 
dishes were done. One by one the class 
left for home. Soon one returned for 
her juice glasses. Then another one 
returned for a pumpkin he had 
forgotten. A third forgetful member 
came back for her pocketbook. 
"Do you notice who are the forget-
ful ones?" one inquired. "Not one of 
the Seventy Plus Club forgot a thing!" 
Citation for Ethel Green 
Robert King, Assistant Director of the Board 
of Christian Education of the Mountain View 
congregation, presenting the citation to Ethel 
Green. 
The Board of Christian Education 
recently presented a Christian 
Education Citation to Ethel Green. 
Ethel is a member of the Mountain 
View congregation, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. Ethel is one of 
five persons recognized by the Board 
of Christian Education. These 
citations are given in recognition of 
the contributions these persons have 
made to their local Christian Educa-
tion programs. The following is the 
citation Ethel received. 
Ethel, you were chosen by fellow 
members of your congregation to 
receive a Christian Education Cita-
tion in recognition of your active 
involvement in the Christian educa-
tion ministries of the Mountain View 
congregation. 
You serve as a member of the 
Mountain View Board of Christian 
Education and as a teacher in the 
Sunday school. And you have served 
on the youth executive committee 
and worked in the vacation Bible 
school program. 
As a teacher of children you have 
given distinctive service. Your teach-
ing is characterized by hard work 
and innovative approaches coupled 
with a special compassion and vital 
prayer concern for your pupils. This 
has resulted in decisions for Christ 
and spiritual growth among those in 
your class. 
For these reasons the Board of 
Christian Education of the Brethren 
in Christ Church is pleased to pre-
sent this Citation to you. 
May the presence and peace of our 
Lord be with you as you continue to 
serve Him in the Christian educa-
tion ministries of the Mountain View 
congregation. 
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English Literature, and Dr. Robert B. 
Ives, Lecturer in Religion. 
The publication of the volume brings to 
completion a five-year project which will 
make significant contribution to the Chris-
tian Church. The dictionary is being 
published simultaneously in the United 
Kingdom and the United States. 
Homecoming Host 
Dan Heise, a senior religion major at 
Messiah College, was chosen as student 
Host for the Homecoming weekend in a 
ballot vote by the entire student body. His 
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Carl B. Heise of 
Ontario, California. 
Dan has been active in wrestling. Gospel 
Team, leading a Young Life Club, and as a 
sena to r in the s tuden t gove rnmen t 
organization. He is looking forward to 
some type of Christian service work after 
graduation. 
THIRD ANNUAL 
W O M E N A L O N E F E M I N A R 
A p r i l 4 , 5 , 6, 1975 
Camp Hebron, Halifax, Pa. 
a weekend lor you— 
if you are a woman alone 
FOR MORE INFORMATION WRITE: 
W o m e n Alone Feminar 
2008 Holly St. 
Harr isburg , Pa. 
MCC 
The Nisslys to Swaziland 
Donavon and Jewell Nissly, along with 
sons Christopher and Jonathan, have 
arrived in Moabane, Swaziland, where 
Don will teach and serve as country direc-
tor for a three-year term with MCC. Don 
is the son of Levi and Lily Nissly, Upland, 
Calif., and is a graduate of Wheaton 
College. He is currently a Ph.D. candidate 
in history at Claremont Graduate School. 
Jewell is the daughter of Olive Garber, and 
she attended Upland College. 
Harold Nigh to Crete 
Harold Nigh has arrived in Kolymbari 
via Chania, Crete, to begin a two-and-a-
half-year assignment with MCC. His wife, 
Mildred, and two of their daughters, 
Beverley and Elizabeth, will join him at the 
end of the girls' first semester of school in 
January. Daughter Jane will join her 
parents at the beginning of the summer. 
The Nigh family, who spent a summer in 
Crete in 1971, will serve as catalysts to 
introduce new ideas at the Agricultural 
Development Center located on a farm 
near Kolymbari. The Nighs are from Port 
Colborne, Ont., and members of the Port 
The Nighs: back row left to right: Elizabeth, 
Beverly and Jane. In front: Mildred and Harold. 
Colborne Brethren in Christ Church. 
Mildred is a daughter of Norman I. Groh. 
MISSIONS 
Miriam Stern reports an outbreak of 
meningitis at Choma Secondary School, 
Choma, Zambia. She notes that there have 
been cases in other parts of Zambia, "but I 
think we're the only school complex that 
has had an involvement" (as of November 
14). "We are all pretty tired right now with 
quarantine, two rounds of prophylactic 
medicine, etc., as a result of two student 
deaths." 
Sam and Joyce King and family arrived 
home November 17, on furlough from 
M t s h a b e z i M i s s i o n , R h o d e s i a . At 
Kennedy airport in New York, Sam's 
briefcase containing their slides was mis-
placed. Miraculously, airport officials 
called his home later to report finding it. 
Marshall and Eleanor Poe and family 
planned to arrive home December 7 for 
furlough from the Choma Bible Institute 
Extension Centre, Choma, Zambia. 
David and Jean Byer and family were 
scheduled to leave December 10 for Zam-
bia, stopping enroute in Great Britain and 
Ethiopia. Dr. and Mrs. Byer are giving a 
year of voluntary service at Macha 
Hospital. 
Jim Cober, Hem Paul, Surendra Roy 
and Joe Smith were the main speakers at 
the week-long Bible School held at Ban-
mankhi, India, in late October. Marietta 
Smith led several sessions on relationships 
in the Christian family, while Doris Cober 




The Chambersburg congregation held 
Rally Day on Sunday, Oct. 27, climaxing a 
month of special Sundays. The first Sun-
day of the month was designated as 
" H o m e Fellowship;" the second was 
" Y o u t h Sunday ; " and the third was 
"Children's Day." The pastor is Rev. A. 
Graybill Brubaker. 
The Clarence Center congregation held a 
combined series of Family Life Services on 
Nov. 1-3, with the Sherkston congrega-
tion from the Canadian Conference. Rev. 
Robert Rolston, pastor at Sherkston, con-
ducted the services. The pastor at Clarence 
Center is Rev. Richard Long. 
The Martinsburg congregation held a 
Deacon's Seminar on the Home on Satur-
day, Nov. 9. The guest speaker was Rev. 
Paul Unruh. Rev. Robert Keller is the 
pastor. 
The Mechanicsburg congregation recent-
ly held a mortgage burning service. The 
service was especially meaningful with the 
mortgage being paid off in half of the 
contractual time. The pastor is Rev. 
Daniel Hoover. 
The South Mountain Chapel congrega-
tion honored one of their members, Mrs. 
Floyd Rowe, with a surprise food shower 
for Thanksgiving. Mrs. Rowe, past seventy 
years of age, has taken more than fifty 
needy children into her home. Rev. Hubert 
L. Stern is the pastor at South Mountain. 
Atlantic 
The Free Grace congregation requests 
prayer for one of their young men, Dale 
Keefer, as he begins VS work in New York 
City. The pastor is Rev. John Fries, Jr . 
A campaign to obtain pledges toward 
erection of an educational wing for the 
Skyline View Church was held on Nov. 2-
8, with more than the goal reached. The 
campaign was under the direction of the 
pastor, Rev. LeRoy B. Walters; the 
denomination's Director of Stewardship, 
Rev. Alvin Burkholder; and the deacon, 
Harold Chubb. The basic objective of the 
campaign was " to raise men — not 
money." 
Canadian 
The Houghton congregation held a Bible 
C o n f e r e n c e on S a t u r d a y , Nov . 23. 
Sessions were led by Rev. Robert Rolston 
and Rev. Gordon Gilmore. Special singing 
was given by the "Lighthouse Singers," 
from Sherkston. The pastor is Rev. John 
R. Sider. 
The Ridgemount congregation held a 
"hymn sing" on Sunday evening, Nov. 10, 
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under the direction of Rev. Howard Tyrell. 
The pastor is Rev. John W. Schock. 
Central 
On Sunday morning, Sept. 22, the 
Bethel Merrill congregation held a fare-
well service for Dale and Linda Winger 
who have gone to Zambia , Africa, to do 
voluntary service. A potluck supper was 
served and a love offering was presented to 
the couple. Rev. Bert W. Winger is the 
pastor. Dale is the son of Pastor and Mrs. 
Winger. 
The Beulah Chapel congregation held a 
Bible Conference and Christian Educa-
tion Seminar on Nov. 29 and 30. Main 
speakers were Dr. Bob Cook and Mel 
Johnson. The pastor is Rev. Harold E. 
Paulus. 
The Fairview congregation held a 
groundbreaking service on Sunday Nov. 
10 for a new church building. Rev. Henry 
N. Miller is the pastor. 
Midwest 
Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Raser celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on Oct. 16, 
1974. They are members of the Dallas 
Center congregation. The Rasers are the 
parents of six daughters and one son; 
twenty grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren. Mr. Raser was a deacon for 
nearly 40 years. 
Births 
Bert: Jason Michael, born Oct. 7 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Steve Bert, Air Hill congrega-
tion, Pa. 
C'lendenning: Jodi Lynn, born Oct. 2, to 
Mr. and Mrs. J im Clendenning, Green 
Spring congregation, Pa. 
Ford: Lanette, born Oct. 10 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Ford, Clarence Center con-
gregation, N. Y. 
Hess: Jennifer Ann, born Nov. 3 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Earl Hess, Mtshabezi Mission, 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia. 
Hoffman: Kim Sue, chosen daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Hoffman, Palmyra 
congregation, Pa. 
Holmes: Chuck Eugene, born Oct. 14 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Holmes, Green 
Spring conggregation, Pa. 
Monn: Jodi Lee, born Nov. 3 to Mr. and 
Mrs. J im Monn, Five Forks congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Silknitter: Heidi Kay, born Oct. 31 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie Silknitter, Fairview 
congregation, Ohio. 
Speicher: Theodore Robert, born Aug. 
31 to Mr . and Mrs. Malcolm Speicher, 
Green Spring congregation, Pa. 
Witmer: Jonathan and Jennifer, born 
Oct. 3 to Mr. and Mrs. David Witmer, 
Free Grace congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Cutman-Beard: K a t h l e e n N a n c y , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George W. 
Beard, Jr. , and Robert L. Cutman, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Luther W. Cutman, Aug. 31 
in the Messiah Home Chapel. 
Pollard-Pollard: Rhoda May, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Howard Pollard, Boyle 
congregation, and Kenneth James, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Pollard, Welland, 
Ont., Aug. 16 in the Welland Church with 
Rev. William Syndram and Rev. Gordon 
Gilmore officiating. 
S e c h r i s t - B a u m e r : P a t r i c i a A n n , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clark Baumer, 
York, Pa., and Alan J., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Rodger Sechrist, Red Lion, Pa., 
Aug. 24 in the Christ Lutheran Church 
with Rev. Richard Kauffman and Rev. 
Harold Bowers officiating. 
Sechrist-Lartz: Connie Joy, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Lartz, and Jeff-
rey E., son of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Sechrist, Sr., both of Red Lion, Pa., Oct 
26 in the St. Paul's United Methodist 
Church with Dr. Will iam F. Woods 
officiating. 
Speer-Ousley: Carol, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Oscar Ousley, Garret t , In., and 
Dewayne, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leland 
Speer, Nov. 16 in the Christian Union 
Church with Rev. Marlin K. Ressler 
officiating. 
Walter-Gingerich: Betty Lou, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Gingerich, and 
Durand Curtis Walter, both of Greencas-
tle, Pa., Nov. 16 in the Antrim Church 
with Rev. Andrew Slagenweit officiating. 
Weicht-Clark: Cindy, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Curtis Clark, and Daniel, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Weicht, Nov. 2 in the 
Clear Creek Church with Rev. Curtis E. 
Bryant officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bowers: Wanda Bowers, age 7, died 
M a y 16, 1974, in the W a y n e s b o r o 
Hospital, Pa. She was the daughter of 
Hershey and Freda Wingert Bowers, who 
survive. She is also survived by a brother, 
Brian. The funeral service was held in the 
Antrim Church with Rev. Andrew Slagen-
weit officiating. Interment was in the ad-
joining cemetery. 
Cober: Mrs. Lucinda Cassel Cober, age 
82, died Oct. 5, 1974, in the Fairview 
Mennonite Home, Cambridge, Ont. She 
was the wife of David Cober who preceded 
her in death. She is survived by three 
brothers: Lloyd, Percy, Kenneth; and three 
sisters: Mrs. Hattie Snider, Ida, and An-
nie. A brother and a sister preceded her in 
death. The funeral service was held in the 
Barthel Funeral Home with Rev. Harvey 
Stickley officiating. Interment was in the 
Rosebank Cemetery. 
Gish: Ella Gish, born July 18, 1890, and 
a resident of the Messiah Home, Harris-
burg, Pa., died Nov. 12, 1974. The funeral 
service was held in the Messiah Home 
C h a p e l with Rev . Leroy G . Y o d e r 
o f f i c i a t i n g . I n t e r m e n t w a s in t h e 
C h a m b e r s b u r g M e n n o n i t e C h u r c h 
Cemetery. 
Gruber: Charles E. Gruber, born Sept. 
25, 1913, in Ironton, Ohio, died Nov. 4, 
1974 in Community Hospital, Springfield, 
Ohio. He was the son of Charles and 
Mar tha Gruber. He is survived by his wife, 
The lma; four daughters : Mrs . Sandy 
Hudnell , Mrs. Beverly White , Mrs . 
Josephine CofTelt, and Debbie; three sons: 
Ricky, Larry, and Ronnie; fifteen grand-
children; and three sisters. The funeral 
service was held in the Jones Funeral 
H o m e with Rev. E lam O. D o h n e r 
officiating. Interment was in the Rose Hill 
Cemetery. 
Hile: Elsie J. Hile, born Feb. I, 1894, 
near Roxbury, Pa., died Oct. 8, 1974, in 
the Franklin County Nursing Home. She 
is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Walter 
Gerhold; two sons: Richard H. and 
Harold; five grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren. She was a member of the 
Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church. The 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
Roger Witter and Rev. Wilbur Benner. 
Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery. 
Sollenberger: A. L. Soilenberger, born 
Oct. 6, 1888, near Abilene, Ks., died Oct. 
I, 1974 in the Chambersburg Hospital, Pa. 
He is survived by his wife, Frances; two 
sons: Chester E. and Avery L., Jr. ; a 
daughter, Mrs. Bertha Heisey; ten grand-
children; and four great-grandchildren. He 
was a member of the Air Hill Brethren in 
Christ Church. The funeral service was 
conducted by Rev. Roger Witter, Bishop 
Charlie B. Byers, and Rev. Harvey 
Musser. Interment was in the Air Hill 
Cemetery. 
Sollenberger: Fred H. Sollenberger, 
born Feb. 9, 1898, in Green Twp. died Oct. 
10, 1974 in the Chambersburg Hospital, 
Pa. He is survived by his wife, Esther M. 
Flora Sollenberger; a foster daughter, 
Mrs. Cynthia Laughlin; two foster grand-
children; a sister; a half sister; and two half 
brothers. The funeral service was held in 
the Air Hill Church with Rev. Roger 
Witter and Rev. Harvey Musser officiat-
ing. Interment was in the Myers Cemetery. 
Young: A. Myers Young, born Mar. 2, 
1904, in Welsh Run, Pa., died Nov. 18, 
1974. He was the son of Alvin Bruce and 
Ida Myers Young. He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Lean Anna Shank 
Young, on Dec. 15, 1973. He is survived by 
two sons: Myron A., and Clyde L.; six 
grandchildren; two brothers; and a sister. 
He was a member of the Chambersburg 
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral 
service was held in the Chambersburg 
Church with Rev. A. Graybill Brubaker 
and Rev. Charles W. Rife officiating. 
I n t e r m e n t was in the M o n t g o m e r y 
Cemetery. 
December 25, 1974 15 
A S C i T ^ S 
MESSIAH C O U ^ f J 
SRARXBftM ?A 17927 
for parochial and private schools with 
s t a t e money and F lo r ida public 
s c h o o l s w e r e o r d e r e d to s t o p 
scheduling spring vacations around 
Easter week end to eliminate the 
"direct and immediate effect of advan-
cing religion." 
College costs rose again (up 35 
percent in four years) and Christian 
schools faced cutbacks as inflation 
reduced purchasing power. 
Publishing 
Forty- two percent of American 
fami l i e s bought Bibles or o ther 
religious books in 1974 as the hot 
market for evangelical books con-
tinued. Paper shortages plagued major 
printing houses, but something new 
emerged: World Home Bible League's 
" take home" Bibles in motel rooms. 
Highflight began putting Bibles in 
airliners and the United Bible So-
cieties approved a record $10.9 mil-
lion to translate and produce Scrip-
tures worldwide. 
Sixteen publishing houses founded 
the Evangelical Christian Publishers 
Association. The Evangelical Press 
Association, Associated Church Press 
and Catholic Press Association re-
joiced over Congress' Postal Bill S.411 
which modified exorbitant mail costs 
for periodicals. Sunday school litera-
ture faced a 10 percent cost rise. 
The global "Scripture language 
count" stood at 1,526 among a total of 
5,687 languages listed by Wycliffe 
B i b l e T r a n s l a t o r s ' u p d a t e d 
Ethnologue. After 20 years of work, 
new Hungarian translations of the Old 
and New Testaments were ready for 
the presses. Chris t ian publishing 
flourished in Russia. Paper shortages 
in Britain cut into Bible production by 
20 percent but the humming presses 
continued to add an important dimen-
sion to outreach of the Gospel world-
wide. 
Broadcasting 
Since there is no roof on the world, 
the long arms of radio and television 
reached where missionaries could not 
S H I F T I N G S A N D S A N D T H E S O L I D ROCK 
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go. Hundreds of weekly broadcasts 
were aimed at the Soviet Union, 
China and remote outposts. 1,000 
broadcasters began the year at the Na-
tional Religious Broadcasters' Wash-
ington, D.C. convention seeking ways 
to update their medium and expertise. 
Television, " the beast among us," 
offered ratings showing that it is "the 
m o s t i m p o r t a n t i n f l u e n c e on 
American lives today." 
Billy Graham successfully tied two 
cities together by TV and visual am-
plification for a simultaneous crusade 
in tidewater Virginia. A new TV series 
titled "Search" and featuring Bruce 
Larson was launched as a follow-up to 
Key 73's "More Than You Are" 
program. Moody Bible Institute's pur-
chase of KCFA AM-FM in Spokane 
raised its radio network to seven sta-
tions. Back to the Bible Broadcast 
celebrated 35 years on the air; so did 
John Jess. Radio was still the best 
bargain in global evangelism. 
Famine 
Twelve nations were on the verge of 
bankruptcy in 1974 and world food 
reserves were adequate for only 27 
days. Students hiked and biked to 
lobby for food funds; church leaders 
called their people to meatless diets 
and to repentance for past sins of 
omission; members of the World 
Council of Churches' Central Com-
mittee, jolted by a report on the help-
lessness of the world to feed its people, 
fell into silent prayer " too over-
whelmed to speak." 
Four agencies (Food for the 
Hungry, World Gospel Crusades, 
King ' s Ga rden and the Sea t t l e 
Association of Evangelicals) dedi-
cated a C-47 airplane to carry food, 
medicine and gospel literature to crisis 
areas of the globe. 
A Jewish leader likened apathy to-
ward hunger by rich nations to world 
apathy to the Nazi slaughter of Jews a 
generation ago. Bread for the World 
went national to openly campaign 
politically for the poor and hungry. 
Churchmen pressed reluctant govern-
ment officials to reserve 10 percent of 
exportable commodit ies for food 
programs. A World Food Conference 
in Rome created a World Food Coun-
cil to coordinate the global war on 
hunger. "We must act soon," U.S. 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
warned. "If we do not act boldly, dis-
aster will result from a failure of will." 
The poor, said a missionary, may take 
up arms to demand their inheritance if 
it is denied them. 
Deaths 
Notable personalities who passed 
from the scene in 1974 included UPI 
Religion Editor Louis Cassels; Frank 
Dewey Lockman, founder-president of 
the Lockman Foundation and sponsor 
of the New American Standard Bible; 
Ralph Freed, veteran Christian broad-
caster with Trans World Radio; Clate 
A. Risley, president of the World 
Wide Christian Education Ministries 
(shot to death in a holdup attempt 
near his Chicago office); L. Richard 
Burnap, book editor of David C. Cook 
Co.; Virginia L. Bell, widow of L. 
Nelson Bell; George R. Warner, re-
tired president of the World Gospel 
Mission. 
1974 — what a year! a year of 
Watergate, amnesty, Lausanne and in-
flation . . . a year of the PLO, EPA, 
SLA and WIN! . . . a year of civiliza-
tion which Malcolm Muggeridge 
described as being in an "advanced 
state of decomposition" . . . a year in 
which Dr. Benjamin Spock envied 
"parents who see God clearly and con-
cretely, because they can then explain 
Him in a way that is easy for a child to 
understand." 
The world of 1974 marched to a 
hundred different signals in a ragged 
column, but the Light that first came 
to Bethlehem two thousand years ago 
still guided those with faith to see. 
O Splendor of God's glory bright, 
From light eternal bringing light, 
Thou Light of light, light's living 
Spring, 
True Day, all days illumining. 
—St. Ambrose of Milan 
